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the Aryan Civilization
L 2 2 4

The Aryan or Iranian cultural sphere is a broad
umbrella encompassing the identities and
values of all the tribes and nations that have
inhabited the vast plateau of Greater Iran.
When we refer to Iran, we are not referring to
the present-day country with its current
political borders; rather, we are talking about
the larger geographical region that includes
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, northern Pakistan,
present-day Iran, and parts of Iraq. As the
well-known historian Roman Ghirshman
mentions, the units of Iranian origin, belonging
to the larger family of ‘Indo-Europeans’, were
dominant from the Euphrates to the borders of
China. Therefore, the Persians, Medes,
Sogdians, Sarmatians, Khwarazmians,
Bactrians, Kushans, Scythians, and Parthians
are all considered Iranian/Aryan-descendant
peoples who have played a significant role in
the political and cultural life of the Iranian
civilization and have established great
dynasties of governance and laid the
foundations of a major civilization in the East.
This cultural sphere was once
contemporaneous with ancient Greece and
Rome in the West and China in the East in terms
ofknowledge, art, and politics.
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One of the characteristics of Iranian
civilization is the role and function of women in
societal leadership and politics. The worship of
goddesses like Anahita in pre-Zoroastrian Iran
is evidence of the central position of women in
social life. With the advent of Zoroastrianism,
due to the equal teachings of Zarathustra
regarding the creation, worth, and social
responsibility of both women and men, the
position of women in Iranian society became
more stable than before. Prochista, the
daughter of Zarathustra - the Aryan-
descendant prophet from Bactria - played an
important role as a leader in social and cultural
transformations.

Women in the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi - this
enduring document of our civilization - which
has been compiled for over a thousand years,
have a defining role in all three periods of
"mythological, heroic, and historical" and are
the creators of events. In this precious identity
document, we see that women display courage
in love, valor in heroism, dignity in leading
society and family, and engage actively in
management, diplomacy, and even kingship.
We will read the stories of such remarkable
women one by one in this issue of the Kakh-e-
Boland Magazine.

But unfortunately, today a significant part of
the Iranian civilization, represented by
Prochistas, Tehminehs, Sindukhts, Franaks,
and Gurdies, has fallen into the hands of those
who hold one of the most ignorant and
oppressive views towards women in the
contemporary world.A group thatsees no value
in women except for giving birth to their
warrior sons and denies women any rights
except within the narrow confines of
extremism and primitive male dominance,
which they consider sacred. Afghan women
taste the bitter experience of living under one of
the most misogynistic regimes in the world, a
backward regime that considers null and void
everything that has existed in this land from
history, civilization, and human values, except
foritself.
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With a commitment to moral values and
understanding the sensitive social and cultural
conditions, Kakh-e-Buland Magazine aims to
promote historical awareness and foster a
critical perspective among the present
generation. Alongside other responsibilities,
we seek to stand in solidarity and support the
demands and struggles of freedom-seeking and
enlightened women in the cities, villages,
streets, and homes of Afghanistan, who
demonstrate protest and resistance against the
darkness of the Taliban. As the smallest
possible contribution in this great battle, we
dedicate this issue of Kakh-e-Buland
Magazine to all the women of Iranian
civilization and the voices of justice from
Kabul to Tehran.

Hopping for salvation and victory
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